OYSTER PARK JUNIOR SCHOOL

PUBLIC ART PROJECT

Oyster Park Junior School, Ferry Fryston, Castleford is seeking an artist to work with pupils at the school to create designs for improving an area of the school grounds.

This project has been set up to involve two external practitioners:

1. an advisory teacher from the LEA who will support curriculum development;

2. an artist to work with the children on the realisation of their ideas for making changes to the school grounds.

The first part of this project has already taken place and involved an advisory teacher from the LEA working with a class of year 4 children for eight half days during the summer term.  The aim of the first part of this programme was to develop a new approach to using the school grounds and to develop teaching and learning materials that could be shared with other teachers in Wakefield.  A draft report of this part of the project is available for consultation.

The school is seeking to appoint an artist who:

· is able to work with one class of Year 5 pupils for one week during Autumn 2005 term (sometime during the end of September to the middle of October);

· will incorporate some of the children’s ideas into the final design;

· has clear ideas about what the children will gain from their week of working with an artist.

THE AIMS OF THE PROJECT

· To create designs for an area in the school grounds. 

· To provide opportunities for children to improve their environment so that they understand their impact on and are empowered to change their environment, community and lives in the future.

· To provide opportunities for the school to link with local community groups.

· To produce a toolkit for Wakefield District schools.

The two learning practitioners will seek to develop children’s understanding of:

· Environmental change and sustainable development in a locality by developing a personal response to the local built environment from a shared investigation; developing awareness of how the look, design and atmosphere of a neighbourhood has evolved over time in response to changing needs and purposes; recognising that the local built environment is a rich source of material for developing ideas; identifying how people affect the environment and recognising ways that people try to manage it for the better

· Using the creative arts to support community regeneration by visualising, exploring, developing and clarifying ideas as images; working with a range of materials, techniques and tools that are new to the children and teachers; introducing the children and teachers to the thinking processes and ways of working of visual artists; collaborating with other children to produce an artwork in the local environment; involving parents and families in the realisation of the children’s ideas.

THE CLIENT

Oyster Park Junior School is a community school, founded in September 1962 and has at present 228 boys and girls on roll, between the ages of 7 and 11.  The school is built on the outskirts of Castleford on the Ferry Fryston housing estate next to the local park. Our school building is relatively modern, having been built in three phases. All classrooms, ICT suite and Library are equipped with Interactive Whiteboard and the latest software.  We have very attractive grounds with adventure hills, playing fields, our own copse of trees, lawned areas together with a wild life area and a large playground surrounded by flower beds, shrubs, hills and mature trees.

Oyster Park Junior School is opposite The Green in Ferry Fryston, an area being developed as part of The Castleford Project, a Channel 4 programme due to be aired in 2007.  The pupils have been involved in more than two years of intensive work involving the Friends of The Green, local schools, Wakefield MDC and Parklife Ltd, London based landscape designers.  Key improvements for The Green include a new play area, a new safe entrance, improved bowling facilities and a landscaped central area with a real focus on the artistic involvement of local young people.  

During the Summer term, Class 4 embarked on a class project that used the regeneration of the District as the inspiration for creating a special place in the playground.  This space, which will be used by pupils for many years, is expected to be safe, low maintenance and will enhance the environment whilst being environmentally sustainable.  The area to be developed could be one of four sites.  During the first phase of the project the children carried out an audit of the school grounds, recording their feelings about these four sites (see attached photos and map).  The final location for the project is still to be decided.

Oyster Park Junior School is working in partnership with Wakefield LEA Advisory Service and Wakefield Council’s Cultural Services who attend Steering Group meetings.

PROJECT OUTLINE

The First Stage

The first stage of the project involves an artist working with pupils in year 5 for one week (5 days) to explore creatively ideas for the school grounds area.  Before the week starts, the artist will attend one day in school to observe the pupils and find out more about how the school operates.  There will also be a day for observation when the participating pupils will have a trip to Yorkshire Sculpture Park to participate in a sculpture workshop with YSP staff.

The Second Stage

The second stage of the project will involve the artist taking inspiration from the children’s creations to produce designs for the playground to be presented to the Steering Group for consideration with costings and plans for installation and maintenance.  It is accepted that these will be draft designs, costings and plans.

The Third Stage

This commission is presently only for stages one and two.  If one of the designs is accepted, the project will move to a third stage in 2006 involving fundraising in order to be able to build the chosen design.  An additional fee will be paid to the artist to produce detailed final designs, costings and installation and maintenance plans. 

MONITORING AND EVALUATION

Each stage will be recorded in order to create a toolkit for local schools to encourage more of them to engage artists in similar processes.  The toolkit will be produced by Wakefield LEA’s Education Advisory Service but the artist will need to contribute to its development.

TIMESCALE

Week beginning
One day of observations and planning in school to be

26th September 2005 
agreed with the school

Week beginning
One day at Yorkshire Sculpture Park

3rd October 2005

Week beginning 3rd or
Creative week in school

10th October 2005

By 25th November 2005
Artist’s designs presented to Steering Group

By 12th January 2006
Decision taken about stage three.

THE ARTIST

The appointed artist should have:

· A track record of producing high quality art work for public spaces which is fit for purpose, cost effective, meets health and safety requirements and is free of maintenance complications

· A track record of delivering high quality workshops

· The ability to inspire as well as being able to take inspiration from others

· Experience of working in primary schools

· The ability to communicate with children, teachers, parents and other members of the community

· The ability to be a good lateral thinker and problem solver

· The ability to demonstrate how they would set about organising workshop activities for a Year 5 class – either as a class or as small group activities

· No criminal record so that they can pass a CRB check.

THE FEE

The fee is £2,000 comprising:

· £200 for one day’s observation in school

· £200 for one day’s observation during the visit to YSP

· £1,000 for five days’ delivery at the school

· £100 for half a day equivalent contribution to the toolkit

· £400 for two days’ equivalent to draw up draft designs and costings.

· £100 for half a day equivalent to present designs to the Steering Group.

The fee includes travel costs i.e. no additional travel costs will be paid.  This is a freelance contract which means that the artist is responsible for paying their own tax, National Insurance and other associated oncosts.

There is a further £500 in the budget to pay for materials during the week in school.

APPLICATION PROCESS

If you are interested in applying for this commission, please submit the following:

· Your CV including two referees, one of whom should be from a school or community group with whom you have previously worked

· A covering letter including a description of at least two examples of similar work you have undertaken

· A plan of how you would undertake this commission (this should be no more than two sides of A4) and in particular, how you would engage the pupils in the project

· Three visuals of your work especially work you have previously undertaken with schools or communities.  The visuals can be photographs or digital images on disc or scanned onto paper or e-mailed.

The closing date for submissions is _______________________  Submissions should be sent to:

E-mail: 

If you have any queries, please contact:
